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Foreword 


In  compiling  this  book,  I  have  only  considered  the 
side-wheelers  of  my  day.  As  a  boy,  I  spent  many  happy 
hours  along  the  water-front  and  knew  all  these  grand 
old  side-wheelers  by  sight,  as  well  as  having  made  trips 
on  many  of  them.  These  were  the  good  old  days  of 
steam-boating  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Old  Bay  Line  and  the  Tolchester  Co.,  the 
steamboat  lines  have  ceased  to  exist. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  the  reader  the  history  of 
these  lines  as  well  as  all  pictures  that  are  available,  for 
I  know  the  steamboat  hobbyist  enjoys  the  pictures  as 
well  as  the  history  of  the  craft;  unfortunately,  most  of 
the  records  went  out  with  the  side-wheeler,  but  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  quite  a  lot  from  my  friends. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  L.  Jones,  of  the 
Old  Bay  Line,  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  the  Mari- 
ners' Museum,  Newport  News,  Mr.  W.  C.  Stuart  and 
more  especially  Mr.  H.  Graham  Wood,  who,  by  his  un- 
tiring cooperation,  has  made  this  publication  possible. 

Probably  some  of  the  captains  of  these  steamboats 
could  give  me  lots  more  valuable  information  on  this 
subject,  but  most  of  them  have  sailed  their  last  voyage 
to  that  undiscovered  country,  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveller  returns. 

Glen  Burnie,  Maryland,  January  1947 


THE  BALTIMORE  STEAM  PACKET  CO. 
(OLD  BAY  LINE) 

Excerpts  from  Old  Bay  Line  1840-1940,    by  AL-xander  Crosby  Brown 

The  history  of  the  Balto.  Steam  Packet  Co.,  on  Chesapeake  Bay 
is  most  interesting  in  that  it  is  the  only  steamboat  company  now 
in  operation;  the  other  companies  have  long  ceased  to  exist,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  the  Toichester  Excursion  Line. 

The  Baltimore  Steam  Packet  Co.  was  chartered  in  December  1839, 
Andrew  F.  Henderson  becoming  its  first  President. 

As  this  book  is  intended  to  represent  the  side- wheelers  in  my  day 
to  the  time  of  their  disappearance  from  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  we  will  continue  its  history  from  that  time  (1878). 

The  Florida  was  the  first  of  these  vessels  and  was  built  about  this 
time  by  Wm.  Skiuner  &  Sons  of  Baltimore.  The  Carolina,  an  iron 
steamer,  followed  in  1877,  built  by  Harlan  &:  Hollingsworth. 
Her  speed  was  about  18  miles  an  hour,  which  was  considered 
very  fast  time  for  a  steamboat  in  those  days:  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  were  not  many  at  a  later  date  that  could  do  any  better. 

The  Virginia,  a  sister  ship,  followed  two  years  later. 

With  the  disagreement  with  the  rival  York  River  Line  arranged 
amicably,  and  new  boats  in  its  fleet,  the  Old  Bay  Line  settled 
to  a  very  prosperous  period  of  its  existence  and  on  March  15, 
1882,  its  charter  was  further  extended  for  a  43  vear  period. 

The  Florida  was  finally  sold  about  1892  to  James  IT.  Gregory  of 
New  York  to  be  scrapped,  but  sank  at  the  end  of  a  tow  line  off 
Atlant  ;  City  on  the  stormy  afternoon  of  April  28,  1892. 

The  Louisiana  ran  an  excursion  to  Old  Point  Comfort  in  August 
1860,  t)  visit  tie  Great  Ei;t::n  and  the  Bay  Lin-  passengers 
were  gran  :ed  permission  t.)  make  the  trip  on  her  to  Annapolis  lids. 

The  Lo  lisiana  was  rammed  and  sunk  by  the  steamer  Falcon 
on  the  night  of  November  14,  1874. 

The  Carolina  was  sold  to  Canada  and  the  Virginia,  after  passing 
through  several  hands,  she  went  to  join  her  sister  the  Carolina 
in  Canadian  waters. 

In    1837   the  Georgia,   the    first    screw   passenger  steamer  was 

^~  i  o 

built,  and  so  ends  this  part  of  the  h. story  of  The  Old  Bay  Line. 
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THE  TOLCHESTER  CO. 

This  Company  was  formed  in  1877  and  acquired  the 
Pilot  Boy  (1857,  161  ft.)  from  the  Delaware  Bay  to  in- 
itiate and  run  excursions  to  Tolchester  Beach, 
The  Sarah  Taggart  (1875,  151  ft.)  was  added  the  next 
year  and  retained  for  a  short  time. 
In  1881  the  Nelly  White  was  bought. 
In  1885  the  Louise  was  bought  and  rebuilt. 

The  Company  started  the  Little  Choptank  River  run 
in  1882  with  Pilot  Boy  and  around  1888  it  purchased 
from  the  Md.  Steamboat  Co.,  its  Annapolis  and  West 
River  wharves.  The  Company  built  the  Emma  Giles  in 
1887  and  in  1889  purchased  the  Samuel  L.  Felton,  (1866 
202  ft.)  which  was  renamed  Tolchester. 

The  Company  bought  out  the  Sassafras  River  Steam- 
boat Co.  in  1889  and  thus  obtained  the  Trumpeter  and 
Sassafras,  which  were  renamed  Kitty  Knight  and  An- 
napolis. The  latter  was  shortly  thereafter  lenghtened 
to   174  ft. 

By  1900,  the  Company  was  operating  the  Louise  to 
Tolchester  Beach,  Annapolis  to  the  Sassafras  River  and 
Emma  Giles  to  Annapolis  and  West  River  as  well  as  to 
the  Little  Choptank  River. 

In  1925,  the  Louise  was  sold  to  New  York  and  the 
Company  bought  the  Express,  (1888,  225  ft.) 

It  never  recovered  financially  from  the  debt  incurred 
to  purchase  her  and  by  the  early  thirties  had  given  up 
all  its  routes  except  that  to  Tolchester. 

The  Company  finally  failed  in  1936  and  its  boats  and 
properties  were  purchased  by  a  Washingtonian  who  re- 
organized as  the  Tolchester  Lines.  The  Bombay  former- 
ly the  St.  Johns  had  been  obtained  in  1933  and  kept  sep- 
arate from  the  mortgage  covering  the  other  boats. 
She  was  renamed  Tolchester  and  proved  a  popular  boat 
but  burned  at  her  pier  in  Baltimore  in  1941. 

The  Bear  Mountain,  formerly  William  S.  Payne, 
Bridgeport  and  Highlander  was  acquired  from  New 
York  and  is  still  operating. 


Steamer  EMPIRE  STATE.  Little  is  known  about  steamer 
except  that  she  ran  to  Tolchester  for  a  short  time  in  the  80s 


Steamer  EXCELSIOR.  No  information  available  on  this  boat 
except  she  was  on  the  Tolchester  run  for  a  short  time  in  the 
early  80s. 


:•:•:.:.:■:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:■:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•: 


Steamer  EMMA  GILES,  178  ft.,  built  in  Baltimore  in  1887  for 
the  Tolchester  Co.  She  originally  ran  excursions  to  Miles  River 
and  also  to  the  Little  Choptank  River.  She  later  dropped  the 
Miles  River  route  and  to  Annapolis  and  West  River  as  well  as  the 
Little  Choptank  River.  On  the  latter  route  she  would  leave  Bal- 
timore at  7  a.m.  twice  a  week  and  except  for  brief  landings  at 
various  wharves  to  take  on  freight  and  passengers,  she  was  con- 
stantly on  the  move  until  she  reached  Baltimore  at  11  p.,  m.  and 
all  for  75  cents.  During  her  last  years,  she  ran  to  Sassafras  and 
Susquehanna  Rivers  and  just  being  junked  in  1938  had  her  freight 
deck  cut  away  at  the  bow  in  order  to  carry  automobiles  to  Tol- 
chester Beach.  She  was  made  into  a  barge  of  the  same  name  in 
1939  and  is  still  around  the  Bay. 


Steamer  Annapolis,  174  ft.,  built  as  the  SASSAFRAS  for  the 
Sassafras  River  Steamboat  Co.  and  ran  excursions  to  Sassa- 
fras River.  She  was  lengthened  in  1901  and  renamed  Annap- 
olis and  operated  by  the  Tolchester  Co.  to  Sassafras  and 
Susquehanna  Rivers.  In  1924  her  freight  deck  was  cut  away 
at  the  bow  and  she  carried  automobiles  across  the  Bay  to 
Tolchester  Beach.  She  ran  on  this  route  until  1936  when  she 
was  partially  burned  at  her  Light  St.  wharf.  She  was  scrapp- 
d  at  Baltimore  and  made  into  a  barge  in  1940. 


Steamer  NELLY  WHITE,  172  ft.,  Built  in  New  York  in  1866. 
Acquired  by  the  Tolchester  Co.  in  1881  to  run  to  Tolchester 
Beach  inasmuch  as  the  Pilot  Boy  was  not  large  enough  to  han- 
dle the  traffic.  She  foundered  off  Landy  Point  in  1886. 


Steamer  LOUISE,  232  ft.,  built  in  Camden,  N.  J.  in  1864.  Orig- 
inally operated  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  she  was  brought  to  the 
Chesapeake,  rebuilt  and  in  1874  placed  on  the  run  from  Balti- 
more to  York  Paver  as  a  night  steamer  for  the  Richmond,  York 
River  and  Chesapeake  R.  R.  Co.  She  was  acquired  in  1885,  by 
the  Tolchester  Co.,  again  rebuilt  and  placed  on  the  excursion  run 
to  Tolchester  Beach,  for  30  years  continuous  service  and  was  the 
most  popular  and  best  known  boats  on  the  Bay.  On  the  night  of 
July  29,  1890,  she  was  in  a  collision  with  the  Old  Bay  Line  stea- 
mer Virginia  off  Seven  Foot  Knoll  Light  and  14  lives  were  lost. 
She  was  sold  to  New  York  in  1925,  renamed  Express  and  finally 
sank  in  1933  while  being  operated  as  a  night  club. 


Steamer  TOLCHESTER,  202  ft.  formerly  Samuel  M.  Felton  from 
New  York  and  Delaware  Bay.  Built  in  1866.  She  was  brought  to 
the  Chesapeake  by  the  Tolchester  Co.  in  1889  and  renamed.  She 
ran  to  Miles  River  as  well  as  excursions  to  the  head  of  the  Bay 
and  special  cruises  down  the  Bay.  She  was  sold  in  1899. 


Steamer  TOLCHESTER,  250  ft.,  built  in  Wilmington  in  1878, 
formerly  St.  John's  and  Bombay  around  Florida,  New  York  and 
Washington.  As  the  St.  John's,  she  was  tried  on  daylight  trips 
from  Baltimore  to  Norfolk  around  1920  but  they  were  not  suc- 
cessful in  view  of  the  long  trip  and  were  soon  discontinued.  She 
was  brought  back  to  the  Chesapeake  again  in  1933  and  ran  to 
Tolchester  Beach  for  Tolchester  Lines.  She  burned  at  her  Light 
St.  pier  in  1941  and  was  cut  down  to  a  barge. 


V::::X: 


Steamer  BEAR  MOUNTAIN,  243  ft.,  built  in  1902,  formerly 
the  WM.  G.  PAYNE,  BRIDGEPORT  and  HIGHLANDER, 
around  New  York  and  Long  Island.  She  was  acquired  in  1943 
by  Tolchester  Lines  for  excursions  to  Tolchester  Beach  and  is 
still  in  service. 


CHESTER  RIVER  STEAMBOAT  CO 

Chester  River  Steamboat  Co.  formed  in  1868,  with 
steamers  George  Law  and  Chester.  It  operated  the  Rock 
Hall  and  Chester  and  Corsica  Rivers. 

The  Company  built  the  B.  S.  Ford  in  1877  and  the 
Emma  A.  Ford  in  1884.  The  Company  was  bought  out 
by  the  Maryland,  Delaware  &  Virginia  Railway  Co,  in 
1904. 


Steamer  B.  S.  Ford,  164  ft./built  in  1S77  for  Chester  River 
Steamboat  Co.  and  ran  excurs  ions  and  freight  to  C  hester 
River.  She  was  laid  up  in  1928  and  in  1930  was  made  into  a 
b^rge  of  the  same  name.  She  is  still  in  service. 


^ 


I       1 


^,,-i,  > „.,- — 


■„Z4d<£Z 


Steamer  EMMA  A.  FORD,  180  ft.,  built  in  1884  for  Chester 
River  Steamboat  Co.  and  ran  excursions  and  freight  to  Chester 
River.  She  was  burned  and  rebuilt  as  the  Love  Point  with  more 
deck  space  for  passengers.  She  then  ran  to  Love  Point  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Chester  River.  She  burned  again  completely  in  1909. 


WEEMS  LINE 

Originally  founded  in  1817  that  line  ran  to  the  Pa- 
tuxent  River.  The  Planter  was  acquired  in  1845  and  in 
1854  the  Company  was  reorganized.  In  1858  the  George 
Weems  was  built  and  a  few  years  later  the  Matilda  was 
was  obtained  from  the  Fredericksburg  Line,  the  Theo- 
dore Weems  was  built  for  the  Company.  In  1875  it  took 
over  the  Fredericksburg  Line  and  operated  the  Planter, 
Mary  Washington,  Matilda  and  Wenonah  to  Patuxent 
and  Rappahannock  Rivers.  The  George  Weems  was 
burned  in  1869-  The  Company  built  the  Mason  L.  Weems 
1881,  Westmoreland  1883,  Richmond  1890 and  Lancaster 
in  1892.  The  Theodore  Weems  burned  in  1889  and  was 
rebuilt  as  St.  Marys.  She  burned  again  in  1907.  The 
Richmond  burned  in  1902.  In  1896  the  Weems  Line 
bought  the  Maryland  &  Virginia  Steamboat  Co.  and 
acquired  the  Sue.  It  thereafter  operated  the  Potomac 
River  as  well  as  to  the  Rappahannock  and  Patuxent 
Rivers.  The  Company  also  built  the  Middlesex  in  1902. 
By  1903  the  Company  was  running  all  its  fleet  to  the 
Potomac,  Patuxent  and  Rappahannock  Rivers. 

In  1904  the  Weems  Line  was  bought  out  by  the  Mary- 
land, Delaware  &  Virginia  Railway  Co. 


: 


Weems  Line  Steamer  Wenonah,  193  ft.  Built  in  1864. 
Ran  to  Patuxent  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  until  1883 
Fate  Unknown. 


Weems  Line  Steamer  Theodore  Weems. 
190  ft.  Built  in  1872  by  Wm.  Skinner  &  Sons,  Baltimore. 

She  ran  to  Patuxent  an  1  Rappahannock  Rivers, 
burned  in  1S89  and  was  rebuilt  and  renamed  St.  Mary's. 


Weems  Line  Steamer  Mason  L.  Weems,  221  ft.  and  was 
built  in  New  York  in  1881  for  the  Rappahannock  River 
run.  Sold  to  New  York  in  1890  and  renamed  William  F. 
Roemer  and  was  finally  broken  up  in  1920.  <*•***  H-  G-  Wood 


Weems  Line  Steamer  St.  Mary's,  formerly  Theodore  Weems. 

Operated  on  the  Patuxent  River  until  1907,  when  she 

burned  off  Holland  Point  in  that  river. 

Courtesy  H.  0.  Michael 


Weems  Line  Steamer  Westmoreland,  199  ft. 
Built  in  1883,  and  ran  to  Patuxent  and  Rappahannock 
Rivers  and  later  to  the  Potomac  River.  She  was  eh  nged 
to  an  excursion  steamer  in  1910  and  was  operated  by 
the  Md.,  Del.  &  Va.  Ry.  Co.  to  Love  Point  for  train 
connections  to  Rehoboth,  T)A.  She  was  cordemn  d  in 
1922  and  later  scrapped.  c""'  V  BfiIt0-  a>«*-^< 


m    ■ 


Weems  Line  Steamer  Riclni  ond,  205  ft.,  built  in  Balti- 
more in  1890  for  the  Rappahannock  River  run.  burned 
at  her  wharf  in  Fredericksburg  in  1902. 

Courteux  H.  G.  Wr(A,d 


m- 


Weems  Line  Steamer  Lancaster,  205  ft.,  built  in  1892. 
and  ran  to  Rappahannock  River.    She  was  used  mainly 
as  a  spare  and  freight  boat  after  1912  and  was  sold  to 
New  York  in  1921   and  operated  on  the  Hudson  River 
until  scrapped  in  1928.  Courtesy  w.  C.  Steuart 


Weems  Line  Steamer  Middlesex,  200  ft.,  built  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1902,  for  the  Rappahannock  River  run.  She 
was  a  very  graceful  looking  boat  for  a  side-wheeler  and 
with  her  rise  at  the  bow  and  absence  of  name  over  her 
concealed  paddle-wheels,  she  appeared  at  a  distance  to 
be  a  screw  steamer.  In  19 lo,  a  row  of  staterooms  was 
added  aft  the  pilot  house  which  decreased  her  speed  con- 
siderably. Sold  to  Boston  in  1929  for  excursions  and  re- 
named Plymouth.  Later  acquired  by  Sound  Stmbt  Line 
and  renamed  Manhattan.  Burned  to  water's  edge  at  her 
wharf  at  Tottenville,  N.  Y.  in  1939.  Later  cut  down  to 
a  barge  under  same  name  and  still  in  service.  Courtesy  H-  a  Wocd 


EASTERN  SHORE  STEAMBOAT  CO. 

Eastern  Shore  Steamboat  Co.,  formed  in  1867. 

The  Company  initiated  service  to  Crisfield,  Pocomoke 

and  Occahannock   Rivers.    It   built  the  Sue,    Maggie, 

Helen,  Tangier,  Eastern  Shore  and  Pocomoke. 

The  Sue  was  sold  in  1872.    In  1894,  the  Company  was 

bought  out  by  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake   &  Atlantic 

Railway  Co. 
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Steamer  MAGGIE,   164  ft:,  built  in  1869  for  Eastern  Shore 
Steamboat  Co.  and  ran  to  Crisfleld,  Pocomoke  and  Occahannock 
Rivers.  She  was  a  spare  boat  after  1892  and  was  junked  in  1915 


Steamer  HELEN,  150  ft.,  built  in  1871  for  Eastern  Shore  Steam- 
boat Co.  and  ran  to  Crisfleld,  Pocomoke  and  Occahannock  Rivers 
She  was  a  spare  boat  after  1892  and  was  junked  in  1915. 
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Steamer  TANGIER,  153  ft.  2  in.,  built  in  1875  for  Eastern  Shore 
Steamboat  Co.  She  operated  on  the  same  routes  as  the  Pocomoke. 
She  became  a  spare  and  freight  boat  after  1903  and  was  cut  down 
to  a  tanker  in  1922. 


Steamer  EASTERN  SHORE,  176  ft.,  built  in  1883  for  Eastern 
Shore  Steamboat  Co.  for  Crisfield  and  Occahannock  River  run. 
During  her  long  and  faithful  career  as  a  steamboat  she  remained 
on  this  run  during  four  ownerships  although  most  of  the  other 
small  night  steamers  were  changed  around  from  route  to  route. 
In  1932  she  was  acquired  by  the  Baltimore,  Crisfield  and  Onan- 
cock  Line  after  the  Penna.  R.  R.  gave  up  its  routes.  She  was 
stripped  down  to  a  diesel  freighter  in  1937.  In  1940  she  was  sold 
to  the  Norfolk,  Baltimore  &  Carolina  Line  and  ran  freight  from 
Baltimore  to  Norfolk  and  down  the  inland  canal  to  North  Caro- 
lina. She  was  taken  by  the  Navy  during  the  War  and  was  turned 
back  to  her  owners  in  1946  but  will  probably  be  scrapped. 
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Steamer  POCOMOKE,  170  ft.,  built  in  1891  for  the  Eastern  Shore 
Steamboat  Co.  She  ran  to  Pocomoke  and  Nanticoke  Rivars,  and 
to  Crisfield  and  Occahannock  River.  She  was  scrapped  and  made 
into  a  barge  in  1929. 
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Steamer  OLD  POINT  COMFORT,  176  ft.,  built  in  1886  for  New 
York,  Philadelphia  &  Norfolk  Co.  for  Norfolk-Cape  Charles  run. 
Was  brought  to  Baltimore  by  B.  C.  &  A.  Ry.  in  1908.  She  ran  to 
Piankatank  River  and  later  to  Crisfield  and  also  was  used  gen- 
erally as  a  spare  boat.  She  burned  and  sank  at  her  pier  in  Balti- 
more in  1920  and  later  converted  into  a  barge.  (Richmond  Cedar 
Works  No.  5.) 


Steomer  QUEEN  ANNE  203  ft.-3  in.,  built  in  1899  for  Queen 
R.  R.  and  ran  excursions  across  the  Bay  to  Queenstown  where 
she  was  met  by  the  train  for  Lewes,  Del.  which  connected  with 
the  Queen  Caroline  to  Cape  May,  N.  J.  She  was  sold  to  the  Del- 
aware Bay  around  1905. 


MARYLAND  STEAMBOAT  CO. 

Formed  in  1867  from  the  former  Individual  Enter- 
prise Steamboat  Co.,  with  Howard  B.  Ensign  as  Pres- 
ident. 15  years  later  it  changed  hands,  E.  F.  Folger  be- 
coming President. 

The  Samuel  J.  Pentz,  Capt.  B.  T.  Leonard,  was  ob- 
tained in  1867.  The  Company  operated  to  the  Choptank 
River,  Miles  River  and  also  ran  excursions  to  Annapolis 
as  well  as  to  Holly  Grove.  The  Piankatank  and  Great 
Wicomico  River  roatc  was  opened  in  1875  with  the 
Kent,  Capt.  W.  Veasey;  then  the  Enoch  Pratt,  Capt. 
Samuel  Crosley,  was  built  in  1878  for  this  route,  The 
Company  built  the  Ida  in  1881  and  her  sister  Avalon  in 
1882.  In  1883  the  Kent  was  used  to  open  the  Wicomico 
River  route  (not  to  be  confused  with  the  Great  Wicom- 
ico). Then  the  Joppa  was  built,  after  the  Avalon 
burned  in  1887-  She  was  rebuilt  the  following  year  as  a 
sister  of  the  Joppa.  In  1891  the  Chowan  was  acquired 
from  the  Nanticoke  Steamboat  Co.  and  placed  on  the 
Nanticoke  River  run.  She  was  renamed  later  Nanticoke. 
In  1892  the  Company  was  operating  Joppa  and  Ida  to 
Choptank  River,  Enoch  Pratt  to  Wicomico  River,  Av- 
alon and  Kent  to  Piankatank  and  Great  Wicomico  Riv- 
ers and  Chowan  to  Nanticoke  River. 

In  1894  The  Maryland  Steamboat  Co.  was  bought 
out  by  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  &  Atlantic  Ry.  Co. 
(controlled  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.)  along 
with  the  Eastern  Shore  Steam-beat  Co.,  Maryland  Steam- 
boat Co.,  Choptank  Steamboat  Co.,  Wheeler  Line  and 
the  Baltimore  &  Eastern  Shore  Railroad. 


The  Company  built  the  Tivoli  in  1894,  Maryland  in 
1903  and  her  sister  Virginia  in  1903-  In  1907,  the  Ida 
was  sold  to  New  York  and  in  1908,  the  Company  ac- 
quired the  Old  Point  Comfort. 

By  1908  the  Company  had  the  following  side  wheel 
steamers:  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pocomoke,  Eastern  Shore 
Old  Point  Comfort,  Tivoli,  Joppa,  Avalon,  Tangier, 
Enoch  Pratt,  Helen  and  Maggie. 

The  Company  built  the  Talbot  in  1912  and  in  the 
same  year,  her  sister  Dorchester  for  the  Choptank  River 
run,  but  the  latter  was  shortly  transferred  to  the  Mary- 
land, Delaware  &  Virginia  Railway  Co. 

The  Tivoli  and  Maryland  burned  in  1915  and  the  Old 
Point  Comfort  in  1920.  After  the  Old  Point  Comfort 
burned,  the  Three  Rivers  was  acquired  from  Md.,  Del. 
&  Va.  Ry.  By  1922,  the  Company  was  operating  Talbot 
and  Joppa  to  Choptank  and  Tred  Avon  Rivers,  Poto- 
moke  to  Nanticoke  River,  Virginia  to  Wicomico  River 
and  Salisbury,  Three  Rivers  and  Eastern  Shore  to  Cris- 
field,  Pocomoke  and  Occahannock  Rivers  with  Avalon 
and  Tangier  as  spare  boats. 

In  1898  the  Company  was  sold  at  auction  and 
bought  by  Charles  H.  Carter,  which  included  Avalon, 
Talbot,  Dorchester,  Eastern  Shore,  Joppa,  Pocomoke, 
Virginia,  B.  S.  Ford,  some  propellers  and  scows. 

In  1904  another  company  was  formed,  known  as  the 
Maryland,  Delaware  &  Virginia  Steamboat  Co.,  which 
also  took  over  the  Chester  River  Steamboat  Co.  and  the 
Weems  Line  and  with  the  B.  C.  &  A.  Ry.  under  the 
same  control,  operated  a  fleet  of  35  steamers. 


The  Company  built  the  Three  Rivers  in  1910,  for  the 
Potomac  River  run  and  she  remained  on  this  route  un- 
til 1920,  when  she  was  transferred  to  the  B.  C.  &  A., 
for  the  Crisfield  run. 

The  Company  lost  three  steamers  by  fire  within  a 
short  time:  the  St.  Mary's,  1907,  Love  Point,  formerly 
Emma  A.  Ford  in  1909  and  Essex,  (P)  in  1911. 

In  1910,  the  Westmoreland  was  converted  to  an  ex- 
cursion boat  for  the  Love  Point  run. 

In  1922,  the  Lancaster  was  sold  to  New  York. 

In  1926,  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  &  Atlantic  Ry. 
Co.  and  the  Maryland,  Delaware  &  Virginia  Ry.  Co. 
were  merged  into  the  Baltimore  &  Virginia  Steamboat 
Co.,  (still  owned  by  Penna.  R.  R.) 
The  Tangier  had  been  scrapped  and  the  Westmoreland 
condemned  in  1922  and  the  Three  Rivers  burned  in  1924. 

In  1929,  the  Pocomoke  and  B.  S.  Ford  were  scrapped 
and  the  Avalon  and  Middlesex  sold.  By  1930.  the  Com- 
pany was  operating  Talbot  and  Dorchester  to  Potomac 
River,  Eastern  Shore  and  Virginia  to  Crisfield  and  Oc- 
cahannock  River.  The  Patuxent  River  was  abandoned, 
except  for  one  short  trip  weekly  by  one  of  the  above 
steamers  between  their  regular  trips. 

On  March  1,  1932,    the  Baltimore  &  Virginia  Steam- 
Co.  failed  and   the  Penna.  Railroad  retained  only  the 
Baltimore  &  Eastern  R.  R.  ferry  run  to  Love  Point. 
The  Virginia,  Eastern  Shore,    Talbot   and   Dorchester 
were  all  laid  up,  subject  to  bankruptcy  sale. 


About  1932,  the  entire  outfit  went  into  bankruptcy 
and  Capt.  James  W.  Gresham  formed  a  new  company, 
known  as  the  Western  Shore  Steamboat  Co.. 
This  new  line  ran  to  Cambridge,  Solomon's  Island  and 
wharves  along  the  northern  neck  of  Virginia  and  for  a 
while  was  successful,  but  in  1934,  operations  were  sus- 
pended, due  to  lack  of  business  and  in  1937,  operations 
were  suspended  altogether. 

At  the  time,  they  operated  Dorchester,  Talbot,  East- 
ern Shore  and  Virginia. 
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Steamer  Ida,  190  ft.,  built  in  1881,  sister  of  the  original  Avalon, 
was  built  for  Md.  Steamboat  Co.  for  Piankatank  River  run  and 
also  ran  to  Choptank  River.  Burned  in  Baltimore  in  1894.  She 
originally  had  large  paddle  box  like  her  sister  but  her  wheels  were 
enclosed  when  she  was  rebuilt  in  1895.  She  was  sold  to  New  York 
in  1907  and  was  scrapped  in  1937. 


Steamer  Joppa,  190  ft.,  built  in  1885  for  Md.  Steamboat  Co.  for 
Choptank  River  run.  She  operated  mainly  on  this  route  until  1929 
when  she  was  cut  down  and  made  into  a  diesel  freighter,  City  of 
Salisbury. 
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Steamer  Avalon,  191  ft.,  built  in  1888,  sister  ship  of  the  Joppa  was 
built  for  Md.  Steamboat  Co.  for  Choptank  River  run  but  also  ran 
to  the  Piankatank  River.  "She  had  originally  been  built  in  1882  as 
a  sister  of  the  Ida  but  she  burned  completely  at  Freeport,  Va.,  in 
1887  and  was  completely  rebuilt  the  following  year  with  minor 
changes  from  her  original  construction.  She  was  mainly  a  spare 
boat  after  1912.  Was  laid  up  in  1926  and  sold  to  negro  excursion 
company  in  1929  and  renamed  Federal  Hill.  In  1937  she  ran  var- 
ious independent  excursions.  Was  scrapped  and  made  into  the 
barge  Federal  Hill  in  1940  and  is  still  in  service. 


Steamer  Virginia,  181  ft.,  built  in  1903  for  B.  C.  &  A.  Ry.  Co.  for 
Wicomico  River  run.  She  stayed  on  this  run  until  1929,  when  she 
was  shifted  to  the  Crisfield  run.  Was  acquired  by  the  Western 
Shore  Steamboat  Co.  in  1932  and  ran  for  a  short  while  to  the  Rap- 
pahannock River,  but  proved  too  slow.  She  was  laid  up  in  1934 
and  in  1937  was  junked  and  made  into  the  barge  Richmond  Cedar 
Works  No.  2  and  is  still  in  service. 


Steamer  Maryland  181  ft.,  built  in  1902,  sister  ship  of  the  Vir- 
ginia. Built  for  B.  C.  &  A.  Ry.  Co.  and  ran  to  Pocomoke  River 
and  to  Crhfield.  Burned  to  water's  edge  in  January  1915  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Magothy  River  while  going  down  the  Bay  to  Cris- 
field. 


Steamer  Tivoli,  175  ft,  built  to  1S04  for  B.  C.  &  A.  Ry.  Co. 
Ran  to  Pocomoke  and  Nanticoke  Rivers  ane  to  Crisfield.  Burned 
to  water's  edge  in  November  1015  off  Thomas  Point,    Hull  was 
converted   to  barge   Richmond  Cedar  Works  No.  1  and  is  still  in 
service. 
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Steamer  Three  Rivers,  ISO  ft.  6in.,  built  in  1910  for  Md.,  Del.  & 
Ya.  Ry.Co.  and  ran  on  Potomac  River  route  until  1920  when  she 
was  transferred  to  the  B.  C.  &  A  Ry.  Co.  and  placed  ou  the  Cris- 
field route.  She  had  an  extra  row  of  staterooms  on  the  top  deck. 
Burned  in  1924  off  Cove  Point  while  coming  up  the  Bay  from 
Crisleld.  Her  hull  was  made  into  the  barge  Richmond  Cedar  Wks. 
No.  5  and  is  still  in  service. 


Steamer  Talbot,  192  ft.,  built  in  1912  for  B.  C.  &  A.  Ry.  Co. 
Built  at  Sparrows  Point  and  was  powered  with  a  pair  of  horizont- 
ally inclined  engines  instead  of  the  familiar  beam  type  engine. 
Was  night  boat  to  Cambridge  and  Choptank  River.  Had  a  row  of 
staterooms  on  top  deck.  In  1929  she  was  placed  on  the  Potomac 
River  run  and  was  laid  up  in  1932  when  the  Penna.  R.  R.  aban- 
doned its  night  lines  from  Baltimore.  She  was  sold  to  New  York 
in  1936  and  became  the  excursion  steamer  City  of  New  York  and 
is  still  in  service. 


Steamer  Dorchester,  192  ft.,  built  in  1912,  sister  of  the  Talbot. 
Was  bu:lt  to  run  to  Choptonk  River,  but  was  soon  placed  on  the 
Rappahannock  River  route.  In  1920  she  was  shifted  to  the  Poto- 
mac River  run  where  she  remained  until  laid  up  in  1932.  She  was 
sold  in  1936  and  became  the  excursion  steamer  Robert  E.  Lee,  out 
of  Washington.  Still  in  service. 
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Steamer  KENT,  155  ft.  7  in  ex  Hugh  Jenkins.  Built  in  Baltimore 
was  acquired  by  the  Md.  Steamboat  Co.  from  the  Individual  En- 
terprise Line.  She  ran  to  the  Choptank  River  and  in  1875  opened 
the  Piankatank  River  run.  She  then  opened  the  Wicomico  River 
route  for  the  Company  in  1882  and  later  ran  as  an  extra  boat  to 
Piankatank  River.  She  was  sold  around  1900. 


Steamer  SAMUEL  J.  PENTZ  188  ft.  built  in  1859  and  com- 
pletely rebuilt  in  1866  and  acquired  in  1867  by  the  Maryland 
Steamboat  Co.  and  operated  to  Annapolis  until  1890.  She  was 
dropped  from  the  registry  in  1907. 


S' earner  DREAMLAND,  ex  Republic  272  ft.  9  in.,  built  in  1878 
at  Wilmington.  As  the  Republic,  she  ran  on  the  Philadelphia- 
Cape  May  route  and  was  a  very  fast  boat.  Was  brought  to  Bal- 
timore in  1909  for  excursions  to  Chesapeake  Beach.  She  was 
junked  in  Baltimore  in  1926. 
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Steamer  TOCKWOGH  Ran  the  Ferry  Service  about  1886, 
between  Bay  Ridge  and  Claiborne.  Went  into  receivership 
April  1891  and  in  1895  was  taken  over  by  the  B.  C.  &  A. 


Steamer  SUE  175  ft  built  in  Wilmington  in  1867  for  the  Eastern 
Shore  Steamboat  Co.  but  was  used  only  a  few  years.  She  ran  for 
a  short  time  for  the  Peoples  Line  to  Norfolk  and  by  1874  was 
running  with  Louise  to  York  River  and  West  Point  for  the  Rich- 
mond, York  River  &  Chesapeake  R.  R.  Co.  In  1876  she  was  op- 
erated to  the  Potomac  River  and  Washington  and  stayed  on  this 
run  under  the  Potomac  River  Transportation  Line  and  Maryland 
and  Virginia  Steamboat  Co.  until  acquired  by  the  famous  Weems 
Line  in  1896.  She  thereafter  ran  on  the  Potomac  River  and  occas- 
ionally on  the  Rappahannock  until  1900,  when  she  was  sold  to 
the  Delaware  Bay  and  became  the  Bristol.  It  is  doubtful  wheth- 
er any  other  steamer  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay  had  as  many  diff- 
erent independent  owners  or  routes.  Many  of  the  others  ran  to 
various  rivers,  but  usually  under  the  same  owner. 
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Steamer  KITTY  KNIGHT,  136  ft.,  built  in  1860  as  Van  Lear 
the  Trumpeter.  She  ran  to  the  Sassafras  River.  She  acquired 
her  later  name  in  1901  and  ran  excursions  to  Fair  View  and 
Rock  Creek  until  1922  when  she  was  abandoned. 


The  KITTY  KNIGHT  as  she  looks  today. 


Steamer  STARLIGHT,  193  ft.,  built  in  1866,  formerly  the  fast 
JOHN  SYLVESTER  out  of  New  York,  Florida  and  later  on  the 
James  River.  She  was  brought  to  Baltimore  in  1914  to  carry  ne- 
gro excursions  to  Rock  Creek  and  was  later  renamed  FAVORITE 
while  on  this  run.  She  burned  at  her  pier  around  1928. 


All  that  remains  of  the  Starlight  today. 


Steamer  FEDERAL  HILL,  ex  Avalon.  (see  stmr.  Avalon.) 
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Steamer  LOVE  POINT,  ex  Emma  A.  Ford,  (for  history,  see 
Emma  A.  Ford.) 


MARYLAND  STATE  ROADS  COMMISSION 
OPERATING  CHESAPEAKE  BAY  FERRY 

In  1916  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  passed  an 
Act  authorizing  the  State  Roads  Commission  to  estab- 
lish a  ferry  system  between  Claiborne  and  Annapolis. 
No  definate  action  was  taken,  however,  and  it  was  un- 
til 1919  that  Claiborne-Annapolis  Ferry,  Inc.  acquired  a 
ferry-boat  and  named  it  the  Governor  Emerson  C.  Har- 
sington,  in  honor  of  the  then  Governor  of  the  State. 
Thus  ferry  service  was  inaugurated  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  motor  vehicles,  freight  and  passenger  service  a- 
cross  the  Bay  between  Claiborne  and  Annapolis  This 
vessel  could  carry  at  least  35  motor  vehicles  and  they 
were  loaded  from  the  side.  The  distance  across  was  19.63 
nautical  miles,  or  approximately  23  land  miles.  The 
time  of  each  crossing  was  1  hour  and  30  minutes. 

In  1920,  another  boat,  the  General  Lincoln  was  ac- 
quired but  found  unsuited  for  the  servite  and  it  was  dis- 
posed of  in  1921.  The  same  year  the  Majestic  was  bought 
That  boat  was  operated  for  several  years,  but  it  too 
failed  to  give  adequate  service  and  the  Company  was 
rid  of  it  by  1924  or  1925. 

Governor  Harrington,  with  the  support  of  his  many 
friends,  took  a  vital  interest  in  the  ferry  service  and  sub- 
sequently become  President  of  the  Company,  which 
shortly  thereafter  decided  that  side  loader  type  of  ves- 
sel was  becoming  obselete  and  that  a  double  end  ferry 
would  be  operated. 

As  these  were  all  propeller  steamers,  our  histoty  of 
the  side  wheel  steamboat  ends. 

It  might  be  of  interest,  however,  to  note  rhat  the 
present  fleet  consists  of  six  vessels,  each  with  a  capacity 
of  about  75  motor  vehcies. 


Steamer  GENERAL  LINCOLN,  161  ft.,  built  in  1878  in  Mass. 
as  the  Nahant.  In  1920  she  was  brought  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
to  operate  as  an  extra  boat  on  the  Claiborne-Annapolis  Ferry. 
She  was  too  small  to  be  of  much  use  and  in  1925  she  was  sold  to 
Baltimore  where  for  two  summers  she  ran  excursions  to  Bay  Shore, 
under  the  name  Indian  Head.  She  was  finally  scrapped  around  1931 


m. 
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Steamer  MAJESTIC,  201  ft.,  built  in  1903.  originally  the  excur- 
sion boat  Happy  Day  out  of  New  York.  She  was  brought  to  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  in  1925  to  operate  on  the  Claiborne-Annapolis 
ferry  run.  In  1928  while  under  charter  to  negro  excursionists  she 
sank  under  peculiar  circumstances  coming  up  Baltimore  harbor. 
She  was  raised  and  made  into  a  barge. 


Steamer  Gov.  EMERSON  C.  HARRINGTON,  202  ft.,  built  in 
1901,  formerly  the  Thomas  Patten,  on  excursions  in  and  around 
New  York,  she  was  brought  to  the  Chesapeake  in  1919  to  start 
the  new  Annapolis  ferry  run.  Her  automobile  capacity  was  about 
40.  She  was  used  as  a  spare  boat  after  1929  and  lasted  until  1938 
when  she  was  converted  into  a  night  club  and  later  as  a  floating 
hotel.  In  1945  she  was  beached  up  the  Pocomoke  River. 
An  interesting  aspect  of  her  early  career  on  the  Chesapeake  was 
the  races  she  had  with  the  B.  C.  &  A.  steamer  Cambridge  which 
ran  excursions  from  Baltimore  to  Claiborne.  The  two  steamers 
would  usually  meet  off  Annapolis  and  as  the  competion  for  pass- 
engers to  the  Eastern  Shore  and  Ocean  City,  Md.  was  keen  they 
would  race  to  Claiborne  where  the  B.  C.  &  A.  train  met  the  Cam- 
bridge. If  the  Harrington  failed  to  get  in  in  time  to  unload  her 
passengers  and  allow  them  to  cross  over  to  the  B.  C.  &  A.  wharf, 
they  were  apt  to  see  the  train  purposely  leave  them.  The  writer 
has  often  see  one  steamer  pass  the  other  and  then  be  passed  on 
the  run  into  Eastern  Bay  from  Bloody  Point  Light. 


Steamer  Enoch  Pratt,  155ft.  4  in.,  built  in  1878  for 
Maryland  Steamboat  Co.  and  ran  to  Piankatank  River 
and  later  to  Wicomico  River  with  some  trips  to  Chop- 
tank  River.  She  was  mainly  a  spare  boat  after  1900  and 
was  scrapped  about  19 15.  In  1896  she  was  chartered  by 
the  Old  Bay  Line,  but  proved  to  be  too  slow 
Picture  not  available  at  this  time. 


Steamer  Chowan,  150  ft.,  built  in  1875.  Acquired  by  the 
Maryland  Steamboat  Co.  in  1890  and  ran  to  Nanticoke 
River.  Name  was  later  changed  to  Nanticoke. 
She  was  sold  about  1900. 

No  picture  available  at  this  time, 


Steamer  Jane  Moseley,  200  ft.,  built  in  1873  and  ran  out 
of  New  York  and  Washington.    Was  brought  to  Balti- 
more in  1895  and  ran  several  seasons  to  Bay  Ridge. 
.She  was  then  returned  to  Washington. 

No  picture  available  at  this  time. 
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